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Jobs versus the environment: Filling the vacuum

“By avoiding the question of job dislocation an enormous 
vacuum has been created. This vacuum is being filled by 
powerful corporate interests with much to gain from slowing 
down and reversing environmental regulations... As we speak, 
they’re working hard to build a massive propaganda machine to 
subvert this sunsetting effort.”

- Les Leopold, 1995
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Canadian oil & gas jobs in context
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The numbers (approx.)
• 28% of GHG emissions 
• 5% of GDP
• 1% of the workforce (about 200,000 jobs) 📉

Timeline
• Over 20 years: 10,000 OG job losses per year 
• Over 10 years: 20,000 OG job losses per year

Mitigating factors
• Between ¼ and ½ of OG job losses absorbed through retirement
• Canadian economy has created at least 40,000 jobs per month since Jan. 2021
• Greater investment in green energy will create more green jobs



Meeting the challenges we face
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Tough problems Our challenges
Employment transition
• Reskilling/training
• Relocation
• Periods of unemployment support

• Reduce barriers to education and training
• Expanded and robust public assistance/safety net
• Targeted energy transition support programs

Dependent communities 
• OG jobs are regionally concentrated

• 187,000 in Alberta
• 13,000 in Newfoundland and Labrador

• 18 communities in Canada where 5% or more are OG jobs 

• Investment in regional economic diversification
• Economic democracy

Making green jobs good jobs
• Labour protections and decent pay
• Address employment inequities and discrimination
• Non-degrading and dignified work

• Union and labour organization
• Enhanced labour protections and anti-discrimination programs
• Workplace democracy



Overcoming cynicism
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Thank you!


