
CLIMATE CHANGE DISINFORMATION TEACH-IN
Get ready to debunk climate 
change myths and learn why 

Canada needs to phase-out fossil 
fuel production!
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Mis/Dis-information
Misinformation: "misleading information that is created and spread, regardless 

of whether there is intent to deceive." 

•

Disinformation: "misleading information that is created and spread with intent 

to deceive."

•

Source: Treen et al. 2020
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Why does this matter ?
Evidence suggests that 

disinformation can be more 

persuasive than scientifically 

accurate information

•

Public opinion matters: it has an 

impact on policy decisions and the 

outcome of elections

•
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Prebunking
Rather than waiting for mis/dis-

information to spread, this method 

involves spreading accurate 

information in advance – along with 

describing common manipulation 

techniques. 

•

The idea is that this provides 

"psychological inoculation" and 

reduces the probability of "infection" 

with mis/dis-information. 

•

Source: Turney & van der Linden, 2024, "Can we be inoculated against 

climate misinformation? Yes – if we prebunk rather than debunk", The 

Conversation. 10



Truth Sandwich

Example: “Manufacturing an Electric Vehicle produces more emissions than 

a gas-powered car, so they aren’t really that clean.”

Fact: Driving an EV is cleaner than even the most efficient gas-powered 

car — and EVs will only get cleaner as our electric grid gets cleaner.

•

The misinformation: Of course, there are emissions from building every 

vehicle. Due to battery manufacturing, GHG emissions from building EVs 

are slightly higher than those from manufacturing a gasoline vehicle.

•

The logic: Those who want to keep the status quo rather than transition to 

a clean energy future conveniently leave out fact #1.

•

Another fact: Those increased emissions are quickly offset by zero tailpipe 

emissions during operation — for the life of the vehicle.

•

Source: Environmental Defense Fund 11


